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VOLUME XII JULY-DECEMBER, 1944 NUMBER 2 
A SURVEY OF NESTING BIRDS IN THE FONTENELLE 
FOREST 
By FREDERIC D. GARRETT 
In the spring of 1944 at the suggestion of its president, Dr. C. 
A. Stewart, the Omaha Nature Study Club undertook a survey of 
birds nesting in the Fontenelle Fmest area, Sarpy County, Nebras· 
ka. The primary purpose was to determine in some detail the typi· 
cal resident bird population of wooded country bordering the Mis· 
souri River, but it was also hoped that unU:Sual species might be dis-
covered peculiar to this particular territory. 
It was recognized that such a project must be continued over 
several seasons, and the work of the first !'leason was of a strictlv 
preliminary nature, intended primarily to establish methods and d~­
fine the problem. This report presents the tentative results obtained 
and is subject to modification and amplification on the basis of fu, 
ture work. 
The survey was conducted by C. A. Stewart, F. W. Haecker, 
F. D. Garrett, and with the assistance of L. E. Wilson and Mrs. Gar· 
rett. A preliminary assumption was made that best results wou!J 
be obtained by concentrating on a limited territory, and according-
ly three contiguous sample areas were chosen as survey sections, each 
with well defined boundary landmarks and of a size which one man 
was able to cover fairly thoroughly in a day's work. Each man 
worked one section as intensively as possible and is responsible for 
the t1esults reported pertaining to that section. It soon became ap-
parent that it was impractical to rely on finding actual nests, and 
the presence of nesting pairs was deduced by systematically scouting' 
the section, marking down on large scale mimeographed outline maps 
the locations of singing males or other indications of nesting activ· 
ity ,such as courting and carrying of nesting material or food. In the 
case of the less numerous species such as the Yellow·throated Vireo 
the occurrence of such records near the same spot over a series of 
days is taken as indicating a nest. In the case of very numerous spe-
(25) 
26 XEBRASKA BIRD REVIEW 
cies, however, such as the House Wren, which have territories with 
joining or overlapping boundaries, it is much more difficult to iden-
tify individual pairs. Here one possibly gets more information by 
carefully counting the number of different pairs which can be found 
on any one day. 
The time spent on the survey is as follows: 
Haecker and Garrett-approximately twelve hours each dis-
tributed over May 28, June 4, June 11, and June 25. 
Stewart-approximately 25 hours over May 28, 30, 31, and 
June 2, 4, and 6. 
It is obvious that the results obtained from these methods are 
limited compared with those which would be achieved were it pos-
sible to spend a great deal more time in the field, especially if trap· 
ping and marking of individual birds were used as an aid to ob 
servation. 
The area covered was selected for accessibility and to include 
a representative sample of all types of habitat found in the region. 
It extends from the river bank to the crest of the bluffs with the 
following boundarie.s*: on the north, the river; on the west, govern-
ment dike number 65 3 .4 and its line extended south to the Burl-
ington tracks, Mill Hollow Creek to the point where Oak Trail 
leaves the creek bottom; on the south-Oak Trail from Mill Hollow 
Creek to Handsome Hollow; on the east-Handsome Hollow Trail, 
government dike number 653.3 and its line extended south to the 
Burlington tracks. This territory is divided into a northern, a middle, 
and a southern individual survey section by the Burlington tracks and 
by a line running slightly south of east from a point approximate· 
ly 1000 feet south of the railroad on Oak Trail to a point approx 
imately 62 5 feet south of the railroad on Handsome Hollow Trail. 
The northern section was surveyed by Haecker, the middle by Stew-
art, and the !southern by Garrett. The total area amounts to approx-
imately 61 acres. 
Topographically, the surveyed area can be divided into the lev· 
d Missouri flood plain lying between the river and the tracks, and 
the rough bluff country lying south of the tracks and presenting two 
steep-sided, narrow'-bottomed valleys-Mill and Handsome Hol-
lows, and a sharp-crested ridge between them rising about 150 feet 
above the river. 
Probably six reasonably distinct biotic areas can be recognized: 
1. the low bottom (about 10 acres consisting of land lying where the 
river ran some 12 years ago and since reclaimed by the dikes. Its 
vegetation is mainly small willows and grape vine tangle. 2. The 
* See map. 
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middle bottom (about 4 acres) which averages about two feet higher 
and is covered with cottonwood, small elms, and a few willows. 
3. The high bottom (about 7 acres) out of the river for at least a 
hundred years is several feet higher than the middle bottom and cov· 
ered by a mature forest of elm, cottonwood, ash, box elder, and other 
trees. 4. The hollows (about 20 acres) presenting very steep slopes 
rising out of the two hollows (Mill and Handsome) and covered 
with a heavy forest of red and white elm, basswood, shagbark and 
bitternut hickory, burr oak (a few red oak) and hop hornbeam with 
a sprinkling of locust and Kentucky coffee-tree, and a dense under-
growth containing dogwood, bladder nut, and wahoo bushes. 5. The 
ridge between the hollows presenting much greater variety than 
the other areas. The trees (same species as in the hollows) are 
younger and more scrubby, with open spaces among them covered 
with heavy growths or coral ,berry: On the Mill Hollow slope are sev-
eral slashings filled with saplings and berry bushes. 6. A small strip 
of spring fed swamp between the foot of the bluffs and the track, 
covered with elm and sycamore except at the south end where: 
it opens into a cattail marsh. 
The results are presented on the map which shows the location 
of all nests of which some definite indication was obtained. These 
amount to a total of 152 nests belonging to 38 different species. The: 
over-all average density for the area covered is 2.5 nests per acre. 
To summarize each species in approximate order of decreasing 
abundance (number preceding the species name is the symbol used 
to indicate the location of each nest of that species on the map) : 
1. House Wren-21 nests (North Section 6, Middle Section 4, 
South Section 11). Distributed generally over the area but most 
numerous in the slashings of the South Section. 
2. Red-eyed Vireo--16 nests (North Section 6, Middle Section 
6, South Section 4). Appear to show some predilection for the heavy 
woods along Oak Trail and on the high bottom, and also for the wil-
lows of the low bottom. Conspicuously absent on the ridge between 
Oak Trail and Handsome Hollow. 
3. Red-eyed Towhee-9 nests (North Section 2, Middle Sec 
tion 2, South Section 5), somewhat more numerous about the open-
ings as in the slash area. · 
3a. American Redstart-8 nests (North Section 1, Middle Sec-
tion 3, South Section 4*). 
4. Ovewbird-8 nests (North Section 3, South Section 5). 
Shows some preference for the deep woods of the hollows and high 
bottom. 
* Not plotted on map. 
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4a. Indigo Bunting-7 nests (North Section 1, Middle Section 
4, South Section 2). Does not appear confined to openings. 
5. Acadian Flycatcher-6 nests (North Section 1, South Section 
5). Strictly limited to the deep woods of the bottoms of hollows ( 5 
nests) or of the high river bottom ( 1 nest) . 
6. Eastern Wood Pewee--7 nests (North Section 1, Middle 
Section 1, South Section 5). Not by any means limited to the deep 
est woods. 
7. Yellow \Varbler-5 nests (North Section 3, Middle Section 
1, South Section 1) . Shows some preference for low growth. 
8. Cardinal-6 nests (North Section 3, Middle Section 2, South 
Section 1). Seems to favor river bottoms and the river face of the 
bluffs. 
10. Northern Crested Flycatcher-4 nests (North Section 1, 
Middle Section 2, South Section 1). Seems to show some preference 
for the edges along the railroad. 
11. Tufted T itmouse-5 nests (North Section 1, Middle Sec-
tion 3, South Section 1) . 
12. Warbling Vireo-4 nests (North Section 3, Middle Section 
1). Seems to prefer the scrubby growth on the low and middle bot-
toms. 
13. Yellow-billed Cuckoo--3 nests (North Section 2, Middle 
Section 1). 
14. Wood Thrush-3 nests (Middle Section 1, South Section 
2) . Confined to the deep woods near bottom of hollows. 
15. Northern Yellow-throat-3 nests (North Section 1, Mid· 
die Section 2) . 
16. Yellow-breasted Chat-3 nests (North Section 1, Middle 
Section 1, South Section 1) . 
17. Scarlet Tanager-3 nests on South Section. Confined to the 
upland woods away from the river. 
18. Ruby-throated Hummingbird-2 nests on Middle Section. 
19. Red-headed Woodpecker-2 nests (North Section 1, Mid-
dle Section 1 ) . 
20. Eastern Kingbird-2 nests on Middle Section. 
21. Long-tailed Chickadee-2 nests (North Section 1, Middle 
Section 1). 
22. White-breasted Nuthatch-2 nests (North Section 1, South 
Section 1). 
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..... 1. Eastern Bluebird-2 nests (Middle Section 1, South Sec· 
tion 1). 
24. Yellow .. throated Vireo-3 nests (Middle Section 1, South 
Section 2). 
25. Bell's Vireo-2 nests on North Section. Confined to riv .. 
er willows. 
26. Louisiana Water .. Thrush-2 nests (Middle Section 1, South 
Section 1). Confined to Mill Hollow Creek. 
27. Mourning Dove-2 nests (Middle Section 1, South Section 
I). 
28. Red .. bellied Woodpecker-1 nest on Middle Section. 
29. Downy Woodpecker-I nest on North Section. 
30. Blue Jay-1 nest on North Section. 
31. Brown Thrasher-I nest on Middle Section. 
32. Blue .. gray Gnatcatcher-1 nest on South Section. 
33. Cerulean Warbler-1 nest on North Sectiori. 
35. Summer Tanager-I nest on South Section (nest not ac 
tually found). 
36. Rose .. breasted Grosbeak-1 nest on South Section. 
3 7. Field Sparrow-I nest on South Section. 
38. Orchard Oriole---I nest on North Section. 
It appears from the map that the nesting population in the ter .. 
ritory covered is heaviest in two areas: the slashed slopes on the 
east side of Mill Hollow (west portion of Middle Section and north" 
west portion of South Section) and the high river bottom on the 
North Section. The heavily wooded slopes of the hollows (south" 
west portion of South Section and entire eastern portion of both 
Middle and South Sections) show a decidedly less dense popula .. 
tion as does the heavy willow growth bordering the river. The 
densely populated upper river bottom, however, is covered with 1 
heavy stand of mature trees, which seems to indicate a differenc:e 
;n availability for nesting territory between level lowland woods and 
sloping upland woods, even when the two lie very close together 
as they do here. Likewise, it appears that the bushy river borders are 
not as suitable for nesting as the slashed upland openings. 
The individual species show much variation in the degree of 
preference for a particular habitat. At one extreme are the Bell's 
Vireo, confined to the river willows, the Acadian Flycatcher, found 
only in deep woods, chiefly in the hollows, and the Louisiana Wa-
ter-Thrush, found only along the streams. At the other are the com-
mon species such as House Wren and Redstart, found nearly every-
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where but for the most part showing some preference for the mor-.: 
open areas. 
The only species to be regarded as possibly accidental and not 
typical of the region is the Summer Tanager. For a detailed dis· 
cussion of the nesting of this bird in Nebraska sec Nebras~a Bird Re· 
view vol. xii, pp. 11 and 12. 
-University of N_ebras~a, College of Medicine, Omaha, Nebr. 
N. 0. U. COOPERATIVE BIRD MIGRATION AND 
OCCURRENCE LIST FOR FIRST HALF OF 1944 
This is the twentieth consecutive year that the cooperative nu· 
gration and occurrence list has been compiled by members of the 
N. 0. U. and published. Only the date of first noted arrive! or oc· 
currence is given for each species for each locality. No attempt h?.s 
been made this year toward subspecific determination, and this pol· 
icy has been followed beginning with 1942. Prior to that time some 
subspecific determinations were made, but only a few. The title of 
this list has been changed to include the word "occurrence"; for thi3 
list, like the previous ones, is not, strictly speaking, just a spring mi-
gration list, but includes forms which are permanent residents or 
winter visitants. In fact, all forms which occur during the first half 
of the year are included as they have been in the past. 
Since this completes twenty years of records from station3 
throughout the state, it is interesting to summarize the number of 
stations reporting and the total number of forms or species report-
ed. This has been done in the table below. Some years the records 
of North Platte and Stapleton have been combined and reported as 
a single station. 
Year 
1925 
1926 
1927 
1928 
1929 
1930 
1931 
1932 
1933 
1934 
193) 
1936 
1937 
Stations Re porting 
6 
6 
6 
5 
6 
6 
6 
6 
4 
6 
6 
6 
6 
Different Birds 
198 forms 
202 
200 
194 
194 
176 
184 
178 
198 
185 
237 
226 
230 
32 
Year 
1938 
1939 
1940 
1941 
1942 
1943 
1944 
Average 
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Stations Reporting 
6 
6 
5 
6 
4 
5 
5 
5.6 
Different Birds 
210 forms 
219 
191 
217 
197 species 
234 " 
233 
205 
The total stations reporting have been eight in number: North 
Platte, Stapleton, Red Cloud, Hastings, Superior, Fairbury, Lincoln, 
and Omaha, reading from west to east. To Hastings goes the dis-
tinction of being the one station to report in each of the twenty con .. 
secutive years. Fairbury has sent in reports for nineteen of the 
twenty yearn, Lincoln .eighteen times, Red Cloud and Omaha sev-
enteen times, Stapleton ten times, and North Platte and Superior 
seven times each. 
The observations from Fairbury were made this year by Misses 
Agness and Susie Callaway, Mrs. C. B. Callaway and Mrs Charles 
Richardson. Symbols denoting the observers from other localities are 
as follows: 
~Brooking Bird Club; Bk-Mrs. A. M. Brooking; Br-Mr. 
A. M. Brooking; Da-Mrs. ]. M. Davis; G-Mr. Earl W. Glandon; 
Ga--Mr. Merwyn Glandon; GI-Mrs. Rose Glandon; H-Mr. F. 
\V. Haecker; Ha-Mrs. F. W. Haecker; J-Mrs. A. H. Jones; Ja-
Mr. William Jaques; L-Lincoln Bird Club; M-Dr. and Mrs. R. 
Allyn Moser; Mh-Mrs. Dorr Mahoney; N-North Platte observ-
ers, namely: Mr. Wilson Tout, Mr. and Mrs. Harry E. Weakly and 
Mrs. Carl Collister; 0-0maha Nature Study Club; 01-Mrs. H. 
F. Olmsted; R-Miss Nelle Rowe; Ru-Mrs. C. E. Ruch; S-My" 
ron H. Swenk; Sa-Mrs. Paul Sala; St-Dr. Charles A. Stewart; 
Sy-Miss Caryle Sylla; Tu-Mr. Harold Turner; W-Miss Jennie 
\Voodworth; WI-Miss Louisa Wilson; and Y-Mrs. F. L. Young .. 
blood. 
No. Platte Hastings Fair- Lincoln Omaha 
Stapleton bury 
Loon, Lesser (subsp.) 3-16 N 
Grebe, Eared 4-30 G 5 .. 1 J 4 .. 20 H,M 
Grebe, Pied-billed 4-2 G 4 .. 3 4-15 L 3 .. 31 St 
Pelican, White 4 .. 27 L 6 .. 1s H 
Heron, Great Blue 
(subsp.) 4-16 Ga,N 4 .. 3 3 .. 20 St 
Heron, E. Green 5-1 J 3-16 5 .. 14 L 5 .. 6 St 
Heron, Black .. crowned 
Night 4-30 Ga 5 .. 4 Jo 4 .. 7 M 
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No. Platte Hastings Fair- Lincoln Omaha 
Stapleton bury 
Bittern, American 4-21 N 5-14 Bk 4, 1 4-23 M,H 
Goose, Canada 
(subsp.) 3-20 Ga 3-12 Mo 3,3 L H9 St 
Goose, White-fronted 3-31 N 3-12 Mo 3-20 3-29 H 
Goose, Lesser Snow 4-2 J 3-16 3-19 St 
Goose, Blue 3-16 3-19 St 
Mallard, Common 1-2 N H4B 3-16 3-12 L H M 
Gadwall 4-2 G H4B 3-16 3-16 St 
Bald pate 3-23 N 4-16 J 3-20 3-31 H 
Pintail, American 2-26 N 3-16 J 2-25 3-12 L 2-26 M 
Teal, Green-winged Hl N 3-19 Bk,Da 4-23 H,M 
Teal, Blue-winged HON H4B 3-16 4,3 L 4-2 St 
Shoveller 3-11 N 3-19 Ja 3-16 3-12 L H9M 
Redhead Hl N 3-19 Bk,Da3-10 4,3 L H5M 
Duck, Ring-necked 3-16 N 3-15 M 
Canvas-back Hl N 3-19 Bk,Da3-20 HS St 
Duck, Lesser Scaup HON 3-24 J,Jo 3-12 L 1-2 M,H 
Golden-eye, American 3-12 N H9M 
Golden-eye, Barrow's 3-30 M 
Buffle-head 4-13 G 3-30 M 
Duck, Ruddy 3-29 N 3-24 ],Jo 3-2S 4-1 H,M 
Merganser, American 1-9 N 4-2 J 4-29 L 3,9 St 
Merganser, Red-
breasted 3,4 N 3-26 M 
Vulture, Turkey 
(subsp.) 5-10 6-4 H 
Kite, Mississippi 5-14 B 
Hawk, Sharp-shinned 4-14 Jo HO 4-2 L H M 
Hawk, Cooper's 4-30 Br HS 1-19 St 
Hawk, Red-tailed 
(subsp.) 3-27 G 5-14 B 2-26 1-S L H M 
Hawk, Harlan's 1-S L 
Hawk, N. Red- HS St 
shouldered 
Hawk, Broad-winged H6 St 
Hawk, Swainson's 4-16 N 4-16 J 
Hawk, American 
Rough-legged H G 
Rough-leg, 
Ferruginous H G 5-14 B 
Eagle, Golden 1-16 G 4-24 St 
Eagle, Bald ( subsp.) 3-12 Ga 
Hawk, Marsh 1-1 G H J H H6 L 1-1 M 
Osprey 5,4 N 5-16 Bk,Br 4-16 H,M 
Falcon, Prairie 1-7 G 5-6 L 
Hawk, Duck 4-16 Da 
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No. Platte Hastings Fair- Lincoln Omaha 
Stapleton bury 
Hawk, Pigeon (subsp.) 4-3 G 1-23 H 
Hawk, Sparrow 
(subsp.) 2-6 N H J 1-1 2-4 L 1-1 M 
Chicken, Greater 
Prairie 1-1 G 
Grouse, Prairie 
Sharp-tailed Hl G 
Bob-white, E. 2-20 N 4-16 J HO 2-6 L 5-14 H 
Pheasant, Ring-necked 1-1 G H J 1-1 2-6 L 4-2 M 
Crane, Sandhill 
(subsp.) 3-24 Ga 4-2 J 
Rail, Virginia 5,7 G 
Sora 4-20 4-29 L 
Coot, American 3-18 N 4-16 J 4-28 3-12 L 3-16 St 
Plover, Piping 5-21 N 4-30 H 
Plover, Semipalmated 3-14 L 4-29 St 
Killdeer 3-12 G,N 3-19 Jo 3-1 4-4 H 3-15 St 
Snipe, Wilson's 2-20 N 4-20 4-29 
Curlew, Long-billed 
(subsp.) 4-14 G 
Plover, Upland 4-24 N 5-14 Bk 5-22 
Sandpiper, Spotted H4N 5-14 J 5-10 4-30 H 
Sandpiper, E. Solitary H J 4-10 
Willet, W. 4-28 Jo 4-29 L 4-23 H,M 
Yellow-legs, Greater 4-16 Ga,N 5-6 L 4-14 H 
Yellow-legs, Lesser 5-7 N 4-30 J 4-20 4,9 L 4-9 M 
Sandpiper, Pectoral 5,7 N 5-14 B 4,9 L 
Sandpiper, White-
rumped 4-29 L 
Sandpiper, Baird's 5-5 N 4-20 4,4 H 
Sandpiper, Least 5,7 N 4-20 5-6 L 
Dowitcher (subsp.) 4-28 G 
Sandpiper, 
Semipalma ted 4-16 N 5-14 B 5-6 H 
Godwit, Marbled 5,7 N 
Avocet 5,4 G 4-26 Jo 4,4 H 
Phalarope, Wilson's 5-7 N 4-30 J 5-20 4-29 L 
Gull, Herring 3-1 N 3-16 St 
Gull, Ring-billed 1-9 N 4-2 J 4,3 L 2-27 M 
Gull, Franklin's 4,9 N 4-30 .4-15 L 4-16 H,M 
Tern, Common 4-21 M,H 
Tern, Least 5-21 N 6-5 H 
Tern, Black 5-14 N H4 Jo 4-30 5-14 L 
Dove, Rock 5-14 B H M 
Dove, W. Mourning 4-3 Ga,N 4,4 J 4-2 3-10 L 3-24 M 
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No. Platte Hastings Fair- Lincoln Omaha 
Stapleton bury 
Cuckoo, Yellow-billed 5-11 N 5-12 R 4-16 4-30 WI 5- 15 St 
Cuckoo, Black-billed 6-18 N 5'-20 5-21 H,M 
Owl, Barn 5-10 1-16 L 
Owl, Screech (subsp.) H G 1-22 J 3-16 3- 1 L HOH 
Owl, Horned (subsp.) 1-12 G 2-24 B 1-1 1-14 St 
Owl, W. Burrowing 4-14 G 4-16 J 5-18 
Owl, Long-eared 1-5 G 1-8 L 
Owl, Short-eared 2-15 G H4B 1-1 M 
Nighthawk (subsp.) HS Ga 5-15 Mh 5-9 H3 L 5-14 H 
Swift, Chimney 4-30 J 5-1 4-23 L 4-30 St,H 
Hummingbird, 
Ruby-throated 4-21 4-29 St 
Kingfisher, E. Belted 3-16 G 4-16 J 5-10 5-15' L 2-27 M 
Flicker, Northern 
(subsp.) 1-1 GI 1-1 J 4-19 1-7 L 1-1 St 
Flicker, Red-shafted H N 1-1 J 4-6 
Woodpecker, 
Red-bellied 4,9 J 3-10 4-14 L 1-1 St,M 
Woodpecker, Red-
headed (subsp.) 5-4 G 5-7 ],Jo 4-10 4-29 L 1-1 St,M 
Woodpecker, Lewis's 5-1 G 
Sapsucker, Yellow-
bellied 4-29 Jo 
Woodpecker, Hairy 
(subsp.) 1-1 G,N 1-1 J 1-18 1-1 L 1-1 St 
Woodpecker, Downy 
(subsp.) 1-1 G,N 1-1 J 1-1 1-2 L H St,M 
Kingbird, Eastern 5,7 N 5-12 Jo 5-2 4-30 L 5-4 St 
Kingbird, Arkansas 5-1 Gl,N 4-24 Jo 5'-7 4-29 L 5-7 H 
Flycatcher, Scissor-
Tailed 5-31 G 4-29 Tu 
Flycatcher, Northern 
Crested 5-2 ],Jo 4-30 5-12 L 5-4 St 
Phoebe, Eastern 4-16 N 4-2 J 3-16 4,3 L 3-25 St 
Phoebe, Say's 4-16 N 4-15 Jo 
Flycatcher, Acadian H4 J HO 5-28 H' 
Flycatcher, Alder 
(subsp.) 4-25 N 5-1 ],Jo 5-10 WI 
Flycatcher, Least 4-25 N 5-2 ],Jo 5-10 4-29 St 
Pewee, Eastern Wood 5-14 J,01 HO 5-12 L 5-8 St 
Flycatcher, Olive-sided 5-22 H,St 
Lark, Horned (subsp.) 1-5' G 1-1 J H 1-23 H 
Swallow, Violet-green 5-14 N 
Swallow, Tree 4-21 H,M 
Swallow, Bank Hl N 5-15 Jo 4-29 L 5-14 H 
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No. Platte Hastings Fair- Lincoln Omaha 
Stapleton bury 
Swallow, Rough-
winged 5-12 N H4B HO 'H St 
Swallow, Barn 5,3 Ga 5-2 J 5-10 4-29 L 4-21 M,H 
Swallow, Northern 
Cliff H5 N 5-12 H 
Martin, Purple 6-5 N 4,3 Sa 3- 11 4-2 L 4-6 M 
Jay, Blue (subsp.) 5-1 Gl 4-30 J 5-3 1-8 L H St,M 
Magpie, American 1-1 G,N 3-16 J 1- 15 3-10 St 
Crow. Eastern 1-1 G 1-1 J H 1-3 L H H,St,M 
Chickadee, Long-tailed 
(subsp.) H G,N H J H H L H St,M,H 
Titmouse, Tufted 4-11 H St 
Nuthatch, White-
breasted ( subsp.) 4, 1 2-6 L H St,M 
Nuthatch, Red-
breasted 1-1 N H J 1-1 L 1-15 St 
Creeper (subsp.) 1-3 N H J 1-20 1-2 L H St,M 
Wren, W. House 4-30 G 4-16 Da 4-17 4-12 L 4-27 St 
Wren, Bewick 's 
(subsp.) 5-16 Bk 
Wren, Carolina 5-9 St 
Wren, Prairie Marsh 
(subsp.) 5-26 G 5-6 St 
Wren, Common Rock 5-10 N 
Mockingbird (subsp.) 5-8 N 4-20 J 4-28 4-12 L 
Catbird 5-11 Gl 5-12 J 5 -2 HOWl 4-29 St 
Thrasher, Brown 
(subsp.) 4-28 Gl 4-27 Ru 4-16 4-24 L 4-22 M 
Robin, Eastern 
(subsp.) 1-24 Gl 2-20 Jo HS 1-23 L H6M 
Thrush, Wood 5-14 B 4-25 5-14 L 4-29 St 
Thrush, Hermit 
(subsp.) 4-17 4-16 Wl 4-16 St 
Thursh, Olive-backed 
(subsp.) 5-5 G 4-27 Mh 4, 11 4-29 Wl 4-29 H 
Thrush, Gray-cheeked 5,7 G H4B 4-29 L 4-29 H 
Thrush, Willow 
(subsp.) 5,5 N 4-23 St 
Bluebird, Eastern 4,3 Gl 3-19 Jo 2-1 2-22 Wl 1-1 M 
Solitaire, Townsend's 3-20 N 
Gnatcatcher, Blue-gray 5-14 Jo HO 5-28 St 
Kinglet, E. Golden-
crowned H J 2-20 4,9 Wl 1-21 St 
Kinglet, E. Ruby-
crowned 4-26 J 4-16 4-16 s 4,7 H 
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No. Platte Hastings Fair- Lincoln Omaha 
Stapleton bury 
Pipit, American 5-6 L 
Waxwing, Cedar 5-29 GI 3-19 Jo 3, 16 2-22 WI 4-13 M 
Shrike, Northern 
(subsp.) 4-6 G 
Shrike, Migrant 
(subsp.) 4-7 G 4-2 J 3-1 4-7 L 3-29 H 
Starling H4G 1-1 J H 1-3 L 1-1 H 
Vireo, White-eyed H4 L 
Vireo, Bell's 5-1 G 5-14 J,Jo 4-20 5,9 L 5-22 St 
Vireo, Yellow-throated '5-7 H 
Vireo, Blue-headed 
(subsp.) 4-30 L 5-1 H 
Vireo, Red-eyed 5, 14 G 5-10 J,Jo 5-10 5-20 L 4-29 St 
Vireo, Warbling 
(subsp.) H3 N 5, 1 4-30 4-29 WI 4-27 St 
Warbler, Black and 
White 5-2 GI 4-26 y 4-30 WI 4-29 St,M 
.Warbler, Blue-winged 5-14 L 
Warbler, Tennessee 4-2'5 G 4-30 '5-8 WI 5-21 H 
Warbler, Orange-
crowned 4-18 N 4-2'5 J 4-29 St 
Warbler, Nashville 5-10 H 
Warbler, Yellow 
(subsp.) 5-10 GI 5-2 Jo 4-20 5-7 WI '5-4 St 
Warbler, Magnolia 5-8 ],Jo 4-29 L 5, 15 St 
Warbler, Myrtle 4-22 GI 4-14 Jo 5, 1 4-22 L 4-16 St 
Warbler, Audubon's 5,4 GI 4-30 y 
Warbler, Cerulean 6-11 H 
Warbler, Blackburnian '5, 1 N H4B 5-2 
Warbler, Chestnut-
sided 5-28 St 
Warbler, Bay-breasted 5-25 Sy 
Warbler, Black-poll 5-8 GI 4-30 Jo 5-22 L 5-8 St 
Warbler, W. Palm 4-16 Wl 4-30 St 
Oven-bird H5G 5-8 ],Jo HO 5-11 Wl '5-4 St 
Water-Thrush, Grin-
nell's (subsp.) '5-2 '5-7 H 
Water-Thrush, 
Louisiana S-6 St 
Warbler, Kentucky 5-7 H 
Warbler, Mourning H4B 5-21 L '5-15 St 
Yellow-throat, North-
ern (subsp.) 5,7 G 5-2 Jo 5,4 '5-3 L 5-6 St 
Chat (subsp.) H4N H4B 5, 15 5-28 H,St 
Warbler, Hooded 5-11 N 
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No. Platte Hastings Fair- Lincoln Omaha 
Stapleton bury 
Redstart, American 5-14 G,N 5-7 Jo 5-10 5-14 L 4-29 St. 
Sparrow, Ef).glish 5-14 B 1-1 H M,H 
Bobolink 5- 14 G 5-14 B 
Meadowlark, Eastern 4-9 Ga 5-14 B 5 -2 H4L 4-21, H,M 
Meadowlark, Western 1-1 G 1-1 J 1-1 3-17 L 3-5 M 
Blackbird, Yellow-
headed 4-25 G 4-16 J 5-2 4-9 L 4-14 H 
Red-wing, Eastern 
(subsp.) 1-1 G 1-12 Bk 2-23 2-6 L 1-9 M 
Oriole, Orchard 5-11 N 5-12 Jo HO 5-11 L 5-7 M,H 
Oriole, Baltimore 5-7 Gl,N 5-14 B 5-10 5-7 L 4-29 St 
Oriole, Bullick's 5-14 N 
Blackbird, Rusty 5-7 N 4-29 6-11 L 5-7 0 
Blackbird, Brewer's 4-6 G 4-9 L 2-29 M 
Grackle, Bronzed 4-8 G 3-19 Jo 5-10 3-12 L 3-10 M 
Cowbird, Eastern 
(subsp.) 4-27 N 4-27 J 3-26 5-9 L 4-14 H 
Tanager, Scarlet 4-18 N 5-20 5-4 St 
Tanager, Summer 5-16 Ha 
Cardinal, E. 1-3 GI 1-27 J 1-1 1-1 L 1-1 St 
Grosbeak, Rose-
breasted 5-7 GI 5-10 J,Jo 4-30 4-30 L 4-29 St 
Grosbeak, Rocky 
Mountain 5-7 N 5-2 J 5-20 
Grosbeak, W. Blue 5-16 G 5-14 J 5-10 5-20 L 
Bunting, Indigo 5-14 B 5-10 5-28 L 5-7 0 
Bunting, Lazuli 5-15 G 5-14 B 5-10 5-21 H 
Dickcissel 5-27 N 5-14 B 5-6 5-9 L 5-8 H 
Redpoll, Common 3-9 N 
Siskin, N. Pine 3-15 GI 3-20 w 3-5 1-1 M 
Goldfinch, Eastern 
(subsp.) 1-1 N 3-20 Ru 2-26 1-5 L 1-1 M 
Towhee, Red-eyed 5-14 N 5-14 B 2-8 4-30 L 3-27 St 
Towhee, Arctic 
(subsp.) 4-25 N 4-16 J 3- 15 4-12 L 4-14 H 
Bunting, Lark 5-9 G 5-14 J 
Sparrow, Savannah 
(subsp.) 4-30 N 4-15 Jo 4-9 4-30 L 4-19 St 
Sparrow, W. Grass-
hopper 6-30 G 5-14 J,01 4-2 5-14 L 
Sparrow, Vesper 
(subsp.) 4-13 G 4-16 J 3-30 4-19 St 
Sparrow, Lark (subsp.)4-26 N 4-30 Jo 4-1 4-21 L 3-25 St 
Junco, Slate-colored 2-6 N 1-1 J 1-1 1-1 L 1-1 St,M 
Junco, Shufeldt's 
(subsp.) 1-1 N 2-5 J 1-9 M 
COOPERATIVE MIGRATION LIST 39 
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Stapleton bury 
Junco, Gray-headed 1-1 N 
Sparrow, Tree (subsp.) 1-1 G,N H J H 1-16 L H St,M 
Sparrow, Chipping 
(subsp.) 5-6 GI 4-27 J 4-30 4-17 L 3-7 M 
Sparrow, Clay-colored 4-29 G 4-30 Jo H 4-30 WI 4-30 M 
Sparrow, W. Field 4-26 G 5-4 Jo 4-6 H WI 4-8 St 
Sparrow, Harris's 5-4 N 4-15 Jo H 2-6 L 1-15 St 
Sparrow, White-
crowned (subsp.) 4-5 N 4-29 Ru 4-6 4-9 L 
Sparrow, White-
throated 5-5 G 4-29 Jo 4-6 4-22 WI 4-27 St 
Sparrow, Fox (subsp.) 4-26 Mh 4-9 L 4-19 St 
Sparrow, Lincoln's 5-1 N 4-27 J 3-30 4-29 WI 4-27 St 
Sparrow, Swamp 
(&ubsp.) 5-8 G 4-29 L 
Sparrow, Song (subsp.)3-1 N 4-16 Jo 3-6 1-16 L H St,M 
Longspur, Lapland H G 
Longspur, Chestnut-
collared 4-5 G 
Totals 233 175 155 134 133 169 
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GENERAL NOTES 
The Ea.stern Robin and Western Mourning Dove Nesting 
in Close Proximity at Superior.-A pair of Eastern Robins ('Tur-
dus migratorius migratorius) and a pair of Western Mourning 
Doves (Zenidura macroura margine!la) each have a nest at the top 
of a trellis under the eaves of ,the back porch at my home in Su-
perior, Nebraska. The two nests are within a space of fifteen inches 
so that the tail of the incubating bird on either nest can extend over 
the rim of the other nest. The robins built first. I first noticed them 
building on April 26th, 1944. ,When we came home from the N. 0. 
U. meeting in Hastings in May, w1e found the dove's nest. The 
young robins left the nest on May.29th; the dove is still on her nest 
at this writing (June 1) . They were both good neighbors never in· 
terfcring with each other. Usually the two incubating birds sat with 
both heads facing east or both facing west.-Mrs. H. C. JOHNS-
TON, Superior, Nebr. 
Nesting of the White-necked Raven in Kearney County.-
When in Kearney recently Mr. C. A. Black called my attention to 
a pair of caged birds that was being reared by a friend of his, Mr. 
Jack Chapman. I was surprised to find that they were White-necked 
Rav:ens (Corvus cryptoleucus). Mr. Chapman said that he secured 
them from a nest between Axtell and Wilcox in Kearney County 
on June 11, 1944. There were originally three birds but one was 
accidentally killed shortly after he had taken them. He also said 
that this was the second nesting attempt made by the parent birds 
this spring. The first nest was built earlier in the season in a tree 
about twelve feet from the ground. It was destroyed by a farmer 
and the birds immediately began the .second nest in the top-most 
branches of the same tree. Mr. Chapman described the nest as be· 
ing made from bark stripped from cedar fence posts and said there 
was considerable wire woven into it. 
There was an earlier, probable nesting record of the White-
necked Raven from this vicinity. Two adult birds were shot near '.l 
nest in the vicinity of Holstein, Adams County, by the late George 
Maxwell about April 25, 1927. I later examined the nest thought 
by Mr. Maxwell to have belonged to these birds and found it placed 
about fifteen feet from, the ground and to be composed of cedar 
bark. I am of the opinion that there are more White-necked Rav-
ens in Nebrask_a than we realize and some closer observation may 
reveal the fact that they are not as rare as is commonly believed.* 
--A. M. BROOKING, Hastings, Nebr. 
* Up to this time we have considered the status of the White-necked 
Raven in Nebraska to be "casual". From the evidence here sub-
mitted it appears that this status should be changed to "rare per-
manent resident, south".-Ed. 
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Notes on the "Blue Grouse" of West Central Wyoming.-
During the summer and fall of 1944 I had occasion to spend the 
period from July 15th to November 1st in the Bridger National For-
est of extreme western Wyoming, about midway of the state north 
and south. During this period many "Blue Grouse" (Dendragapus 
obscurus) were observed and several specimens in hand were stud-
ied. The region in which most grouse were observed was between 
8000 and 9000 feet in elevation. It was rather heavily forested with 
alpine fir (Abies lasiocarpa), lodgepole pine (Pinus contorta), aspen 
(Bopulus tremuloides aurea), Engelmann spruce (Picea eng.elmanni) 
and Douglas fir (Pseudotsuga taxifolia) in that order of abundance, 
while willow (Salix sp.) was the predominant form of tree growth 
in the creek bottoms. 
According to the A. 0. U. Check-List, Fourth Edition, 19 31, 
the Richardson's Grouse (D. o. richardsonii) would supposedly be 
the race of "Blue Grouse" one would expect to encounter in this 
region which was mostly in Lincoln County, Wyoming. However, 
without exception, all birds seen or examined appeared to be typical 
Dusky Grouse (D. o. obscurns) with the wide distinct band on th.:: 
tip of the tail. This species was by far the commonest gallinaceous 
bird in this forested region. The only other game bird noted during 
the period was a single Gray Ruffed Grouse (Bonasa umbellus um-
belloides), although the Sage Hen (Centrocercus urophasianus) was 
very common at lower elevations in the sage brush country. The 
"Blue Grouse" which were examined all had their crops filled with 
deciduous leaves, mostly willow. They were quite tame for the 
most part and could be killed without ,great difficulty with clubs or 
rocks. It was gratifying to see this splendid game bird becoming so 
well established.-F. W. HAECKER, Omaha, Nebr. 
* * * * 
Nesting of the Western Turkey Vulture in Nuckolls Coun-
ty.-Mr. Blaine Lyne who lives a few miles southwest of Superior 
·told me in July, 1944, of finding the nest of the Western Turkey 
Vulture (Cathartes aura tet.er) in an old brick house. The house is 
located in southern Nuckolls County, Nebraska, about one-half to 
three-quarters of a mile north of the Kansas boundary. The two 
eggs were laid on the ledge where the rafters came down from the 
roof. After due time he reported that both eggs had hatched. I had 
never seen the vultures and I was very interested. On August first 
I made a trip to the old brick house to see the young birds. They 
were much larger than I had expected and had a wing spread of 
perhaps four feet. The wings were black but the breasts were still 
covered with the lovely long white down. From the blowing sound 
they made it was evident that they were aware of our presence. They 
were in the upper .story of the house but by means of a ladder we 
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were able to approach them as closely as safety permitted. Mr. Lyne 
told us their means of defense. 
Mrs. Clyde Johnston says she is not familiar with the fact that 
they nest here, although I have heard that they are seen on the rocky 
bluffs of White Rock Creek ten or twelve miles south of Superior. 
It was very interesting to me and on August 19th Mr. Lyn.: 
reported the birds were black and appeared about ready to be on 
their own. We did not see the adults the day I was there. I have 
never seen the vultures in flight but Mr. Lyne told me how to 
identify them on the wing and so I was watching for them.-MRS. 
EARLE L. LIONBERGER, Superior, Nebr. 
* * * * 
Notes on the Scissor-tailed Flycatcher and Hawk Migra-
tion in Adams County.-On April 29, 1943, upon hearing a bird 
call which I thought to be the first Arkansas Kingbird of the sea-
son, I looked up from my work in the garden and saw a Scissor-
tailed Flycatcher (Muscivora forficata) fly gracefully across the yard 
and disappear behind a building. It was cloudy and the colors of 
the bird seemed dull. However, I again observed a beautiful speci-
men on a clear day, June 21, while I was at work in the field. It 
alighted apparently with some difficulty on a short com stalk per-
haps 18 inches above the ground, and remained upon this perch while 
I made one or two rounds with the tractor. This sight was thrilling 
and was observed at less than ten rods. Both of these observations 
were in Section 12, Logan Township, Adams County, Nebraska, 
wher(ein my home is located. I have previously noted the Scissor-
tailed Flycatcher in this vicinity on May 15, 1933, and on April 28, 
1934 (antea, i, p. 62; ii, p. 60)*. 
On October 1, 1944, I saw two large flocks of hawks, presum-
ably Swainson 's Hawks, sailing southward on set wings. I estimated 
there were 300 birds altogether. One flock was .somewhat higher and 
farther away but seemed to be following closely behind the preced-
ing flock. The hawks resembled ,gulls as they sailed over. 
A few red-tailed hawks were also noted, also a Cooper's Hawk. 
All were probably flying ahead of a cold ,wave, as the day was un-
settled, cloudy and misty. In my judgement the Marsh Hawks have 
been a little more numerous ,than usual this year, and the Eastern 
Sparrow Hawks a little less so. Young, immature Swainson's Hawks 
have been seen lately perchced on roadside posts.-HAROLD 
TURNER, Blad.en,, Nebr. 
* Other records of the Scissor-tailed Flycatcher in Adams County 
were made on April 28, 1928, and on July 2, 1939 (antea, vii, 
p. 33. Evidence .of a nesting record in this vicinity was obtained 
on August 7 and 8, 1943 (antea, xi, p. 48).-Ed. 
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Possible Nesting of Bewick's Wren (subsp.) and Other 
Notes of Interest From Adams County.-On May 16th, 1944, 
Mrs. A. M. Brooking noted the Bewicks Wren ('Thryomanes be· 
wic~ii) near her home in Hastings. On May 17th and. 18th the bird 
was again observed. On these dates it was in the back yard of her 
home and it was also seen at this time by Mrs. A. M. Jones and 
myself. On May 22nd the "song sparrow-like" song of the bird was 
much in evidence, it being nearly continuous, except for intermit-
tent calls. Through June daily singing and calling were heard by 
Mrs. Brooking and her neighbor, Mrs. Dorr Mahoney. Once a sec-
ond wren was seen at a lumber pile on a vacant lot back of Mrs. 
Brooking's house. There was much evidence of nesting there for 
weeks, as the birds were singing and calling daily through July. On 
August 7th the song and call was again heard, and a Bewick's Wren 
was last seen on the back fence on August 23rd. The bird was si-
lent at this latter date.* 
On May 16th, Mrs. Brooking watched an Osprey hover over 
the water of a sand pit and the near-by Platte Ri~r, dive into the 
water and come up with a fish. On July 27th and 28th, Mrs. A. 
M. Jones noted two Black and White Warblers in her yard and saw 
them again a number of times during the first weiek in August. 
On October 24th, Mrs. Jones, Mrs. A. H. Staley and I saw 
two flocks of Sandhill Cranes (subsp.) flying low over Prospect 
Park. There were 5 5 birds in one flock and 3 5 in the other. East-
ern Golden-crowned Kinglets were frequently seen during Septem-
ber and October.-MRS. A. H. JONES, Hastings, Nebr. 
* The only Nebraska nesting record of Bewick's Wren (subsp.) 
which your editor has been able to find occurred nearly seventy 
years ago when Aughey found a nest near the Missouri River in 
Otoe County, June 12, 1875, and watched the parents feed their 
young with small locusts, (Bruner, Wolcott and Swenk, Birds of 
Nebras~a, p. 109).-Ed. 
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CHANGES IN NOMECLATURE AND SUBSPECIFIC 
STATUS OF NEBRASKA BIRDS 
The Nineteenth Supplement to the American Ornithologista' 
Union Check-List of North American Birds was published in the 
July, 1944, issue of THE AUK. It was prepared by the A. 0. U. 
Committee charged with the revision of the Check-List. This is the 
first official revision since the publication of the Check-List in 19 31. 
The Eighteenth Supplement was published in THE AUK, vol. 40, 
July, 1923, pp. 513-525. This Nineteenth Supplement is a digest of 
the changes agreed upon to date which will be incorporated in the 
coming fifth edition soon to be published. It is stated that the fifth 
edition will supply a specific heading for each species as well as ::i 
group common name (as Robin, Song Sparrow), and a condensed 
summary of the range of each species as a whole. Group common 
names for species will supply a long-felt want in ornithological 
nomenclature. Thus there will be a group common name we can 
apply to the species Empidonax traillii for instance, now divided be-
tween Alder Flycatcher and Little Flycatcher. Likewise a group com-
mon name for. Lanius ludovicianus would be supplied. This species 
is now divided into Loggerhead Shrike, Migrant Shrike, White 
rumped Shrike, California Shrike, Nelson's Shrike, Island Shrike, 
Sonora Shrike, Grinnell's Shrike and Meam's Shrike. 
The Nineteenth Supplement lists many changes in the technical 
or scientific names of birds within the North American limits and 
giv:es the reasons therefor. Many additional subspecies are recog· 
nized and their ranges given. No changes in the existing vernacu-
lar or common names are given in this supplement. 
These changes as they affect the Nebraska list of birds are sum-
marized as follows: 
The subspecific scientific name for Holboell's Grebe is changed 
from holboelli to holbollii to conform with the original spelling. 
The subspecific name of Eastern Brown Pelican becomes carol-
linensis instead of occidentalis. 
The Water-Turkey, Anhinga anhinga becomes Anhinga anhin-
ga leucogaster (Vieillot). 
The Man-o'-war-bird, Fregata magnificens becomes Fregata 
magnificens rothschildi. 
The generic name Egretta of Snowy Egret is replaced by Lew 
cophoyx. 
Ducks listed in the genera Dafila (American Pintail), Nettion 
(Green-winged Teal), and f?luerquedula (Blue-winged Teal and 
Cinnamon Teal) are all placed in the genus Anas which includes 
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the Common Mallard, New Mexican Duck, Red-legged Black Duck 
and Common Black Duck. 
The subspecific name nearctica is added to the former binomi:il 
name of Greater Scaup Duck making its present name a trinomial. 
The name of the White-winged Seater is also changed to a 
trinomial becoming Melanitta fusca deglandi. 
The same statement also applies to the name of the American 
Seater which becomes Oidemia nigra americana. 
A new race of the Turkey Vulture has been recognized which 
probably includes all birds of this species which occur in Nebraska. 
It is Western Turkey Vulture, Cathartes aura teter Friedmann. lt5 
range is given as southern British Columbia and southern Michigan 
south to northern Mexico, eastern Texas, Kansas and Nebraska. 
The goshawks are now placed in the genus Accipiter with the 
Sharp-shinned Hawk and Cooper's Hawk and their specific name 
has been changed to gentilis. The specific name of the Sharp-shinned 
Hawk has been changed to striatus and a correction in spelling has 
been made in the name of Cooper's Hawk. Thus the new names of 
Nebraska's bird hawks are as follows: Eastern Goshawk, Accipiter 
gentilis atricapillus; Western Goshawk, A. g. striatulus; Sharp-
shinned Hawk, A. striatus velox; and Cooper's Hawk, A. cooperii. 
' 
The specific name of the red-tailed hawks has been changed 
from borealis to jamaicensis. Thus Eastern Red-tailed Hawk becomes 
Buteo jaimaicensis borealis; Krider's Hawk, B. j. lzrideri; and West-
ern Red-tailed Hawk, B. j. calurus. How1ever, Harlan's Hawk is no 
longer considered to be a race of the red-tailed hawk but is given 
full specific rank: Buteo harlani. 
The subspecific name of the N orthcrn Bald Eagle is changed 
from alascanus to washingtoniensis. 
The scientific name of the Marsh Hawk is, changed from Circus 
hudsonius to Circus cyaneus hudsonius as it is considered conspecific 
with the Old World bird. 
The subspecific name for the Greater Prairie Chicken is changd 
from am.ericanus to pinnatus. 
The family Perdicidae represented in Nebraska by European 
Partridge and Eastern Bob-white is now included in the family 
Phasianidae thus uniting partridges, quails and pheasants all in on<:: 
family. 
The subspecific name noveboracensis has been added to the 
former binomial name of the Yell ow Rail. 
The generic name of the Black Rail has been changed from Cre-
ciscus to Laterallus. 
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The generic name of the Purple Gallinule has been changed 
from Ioronis to Porphyrula. 
The specific name of the Cuban Snowy Plover becomes alex · 
andrinus. Formerly it was nivosus. 
The scientific name of the Semipalmated Plover has been 
changed from a binomial to a trinomial. It now becomes Charadri· 
us hiaticula semipalmatus. 
The Killdeer has been placed in the genus Charadrius, eliminat-
ing the genus Oxechus. Killdeer, Piping Plover, Cuban Snowy Plov-
er and Semipalmated Plover are now all in the same genus. 
The subspecific name of the Northern Curlew has been changed 
from occidentalis to parvus. 
Genus Phaeopus is now included in genus N.umenius, and Hud· 
sonian Curlew becomes N.umenius phaeopus hudsonicus, and Eskimo 
Curlew becomes N.. borealis. 
The generic names of Pectoral Sandpiper, White-rumped Sand-
piper, Baird's Sandpiper, Least Sandpiper and Red-backed Sandpiper 
are all changed to Erolia, and the specific name of Baird's Sandpiper 
is changed from bairdi to bairdii. 
The specific name of the Western Sandpiper becomes mauri 
to conform with the original spelling. 
Sterna albifrons antillarum becomes the scientific name of the 
Least Tern. Its specific name was formerly antillarum. 
Professor Myron H. Swenk, Nebraska's late outstanding orni-
thologist, is honored in the naming of a new race of scre;ech owl 
which has received recognition. Otis asio swen~i Oberholser, Nebras-
ka Screech Owl. Its range is given as southern Manitoba to western 
Oklahoma and central Kansas. The type locality is Chadron, N ebras-
ka. This appears to be the first time the name Nebraska has figured 
in the common name of a bird form. 
The subspicific name of the Arctic Horned Owl is changed 
from subarcticus to wapacuthu. 
The Snowy Owl's specific name changes from nyctea to scaw 
diaca. 
The Great Gray Owl is placed in the same genus with the 
barred owls and its generic name becomes Strix in place of Scotiapt.ex. 
Asia otus wilsonianus becomes the scientific name of the Long-
eared Owl in place of Asia wilsonianus as it is considered a race of 
the Old World bird. 
The Eastern Whip-poor-will's generic name is changed from 
Antrostomus to Caprimulgus. 
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A new race of the yellow-shafted flicker has been recognized 
whose breeding and migration range includes the state of Nebraska 
and this race may prove to be the common form of the species with· 
in the state replacing what we have been calling the Northern 
Flicker. The new race is Boreal Flicker, Co!aptes auratus borea!is 
Ridgway. It is listed as breeding from Labrador and eastern Wy· 
oming north to limit of trees, south in winter in Mississippi Valley, 
and to Calfornia and Colorado. 
The Red-headed Woodpecker, formerly Melanerpes erythroce· 
pha!us now becomes Me!anerpes erythrocepha!us erythrocepha!us for 
the reason that a new race of the species is now recognized whose 
type locality is given as Lodgepole Creek, rtwo miles northwest of 
Chappell, Deuel County, Nebraska. Its range is described as south· 
ern British Columbia and central Alberta to Colorado and western 
Nebraska. This new race is Western Red-headed Woodpecker, 
Me!anerpes erythrocepha!us caurinus Brodkorb. 
Because of recognition of an extralimital subspecies of Cassin's 
Kingbird, the scientific name of the original form changes from 'Ty· 
rannus vocf er ans to 'T yrannus vocif er ans vocif er ans. 
The Little Flycatcher 1 formerly Empidonax trail!i brewst.eri be· 
comes Empidonax trail!ii brewsteri and the Alder Flycatcher, form· 
erly Empidonax trai!!i trai!lii, becomes Empidonax traillii trai!lii to 
conform with the original· spelling. 
The Saskatchewan Horned Lark, Otocoris a!pestris enthymia 
Oberholser which the late Professor Swenk long contended was the 
most common breeding form in Nebraska has now received official 
recognition. Its range is given as breeding from central Saskatchewan 
to central Kansas, west to Wyoming and Colorado; in winter to 
Texas, Utah and Arizona. 
The Barn-Swallow, formerly Hirundo erythrogaster now be· 
comes Hirundo rustica erythrogaster. 
The specific name of the Northern Cliff Swallow is changed 
from a!bifrons to pyrr~onota. 
The subspecific name of the Northern Blue Jay is changed 
from cristata to bromia, and a new race of the species has been rec· 
ognized which probably includes the birds of western Nebraska at 
least if not the birds in the greater part of the state. It is Western 
Blue Jay, Cyanocitta cristata cyanotephra Sutton, eastern Colorado 
and Nebraska to northern Oklahoma and the Texas Panhandle. 
The Black-capped Chickadee and Long-tailed Chickadee, form· 
erly in the genus Penthestes, and the Tufted Titmouse, formerly in 
the genus Baeolophu.s, are now all placed in the genus Parus. 
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The spelling of the subspecific name of the Western House 
\Vren is changed from par~mani to par~manii. 
The Eastern Winter Wren, formerly Nannus hiemalis hiemalis 
is now placed in the same genus to which the house wren belongs 
and its name become 'Troglodytes troglodyte~ hiemalis. 
The spelling of the specific and subspecific names of the Be-
wick 's Wren, and the specific names of the Texas Wren and Baird\ 
Wren, formerly all spelled bewic~i is changed to bewic~ii. 
The scientific name of the Short-billed Marsh Wren is changed 
from Cistothorus stellaris to Cistothorus platensis stellaris. 
The Brown Thrasher, formerly 'f oxostoma rufum becomes 'fox-
ostoma rufum rufum through recognition of a subspecies whose type 
locality is given as "Republican River, western Kansas" which i> 
very close to the Nebraska border. This race is Western Brown 
Thrasher, 'f oxostoma rufum longicauda (Baird). Its description was 
published in 1858. Its range is given as western Kansas and eastern 
Colorado to Alberta an<l Saskatchewan; in winter to Texas, Missis-
sippi and Tennessee. It seems that this race would include the brown 
thrashers in western Nebraska. 
A new race of the olive-backed thrush has received recognition 
whose range, during migration at least, would include Nebraska. It 
is Western Olive-backed Thrush, Hylocichla ustulata almae Ober-
holser. Rocky Mountain region of the United States, west to Utah 
and eastern Nevada; in migration east to Indiana and Louisiana and 
southward. 
The Gray-cheeked Thrush, formerly Hylocichla minima aliciae 
now becomes H. m. minima, and since this new name was formerly 
applied to Bicknell's Thrush it should be explained that the technical 
name of the latter form has become H. m. bichnelli. 
The Eastern Ruby-crowned Kinglet has now been placed in 
the genus to which the golden-crowned kinglets belong, so its generic 
name changes from Corthylio to Regulus. 
The specific name of the Northern Shrike and the Northwest-
ern Shrike is changed from borealis to exubitor since they are cow 
sidered conspecific with the Old World species. 
The scientific name of the Myrtle Warbler becomes Dendrocfo 
coronata coronata by recognition of an a<l<litiona 1 subspecies whose 
migration range might include Nebraska. This is Alaska Myrtle 
Warbler, Dendroica coronata hooveri McGregor. Its range is giv-
en as northwestern Mackenzie to western Alaska, south to central 
British Columbia and central Alberta; in winter to California and 
Louisiana, south to Baja California and southern Vera Cruz. 
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The subspecific name of the Long-tailed Chat is changed from 
!ongicauda to aurico!lis. 
The spelling of the specific name of Bullock's Oriole is changed 
from bulloc~i to bulloc~ii. 
The Bronzed Grackle is no longer considered conspecific with 
the eastern Purple Grackle and Florida Grackle and becomes ~uis· 
ca!us versicolor. 
The specific name of the Scarlet Tanager is changed from ery-
thromelas to olivacea. 
The scientific name of the Rocky Mountain Grosbeak is now 
Hedymeles melanocephalus melanocephalus. Since this was formerly 
the name of the Black-headed Grosbeak it should be explained that 
the latter race is now designated as H. m. maculatus. 
The spelling of the specific name of Cassin's Purple Finch has 
been changed from cassini to cassinii. 
The Common Redpoll, formerly Acanthis linaria linaria be· 
comes Acanthis flammea flammea. 
Bent's Crossbill, a new race, is recognized, Loxia curvirostru 
benti Griscom. Its range is given as southwestern Montana and 
western North Dakota to Colorado; wandering to Saskatchewan, Ne-
braska, Iowa, Kansas, New Mexico and Arizona, more rarely to 
Oregon and California. 
The Red CroS.sbill now becomes Loxia curvirostra minor. Its 
former name, L. c. pusilla, is now applied to the Newfoundland 
Cross bill. 
The scientific name of the White-winged Crossbill becomes a 
trinomial: Loxia leucoptera leucoptera, because of recognition of an-
other race of the species. 
The subspecific name of the Western Savannah Sparrow is 
changed from alaudinus to anthinus. 
The subspecific name of the Western Grasshopper Sparrow is 
changed from bimaculatus to perpallidus. 
The spelling of the specific name of Baird's Sparrow is changed 
to bairdii. The spelling of both the specific and the subspecific names 
of Western Henslow's Sparrow is changed to henslowii. 
The Pink-sided Junco is now considered to be conspecific with 
Shufeldt's Junco and other races of the species and becomes Junco 
oreganus mearnsi. 
The spelling of the subspecific name of Gambel's Sparrow is 
changed to gambelii; and the spelling of the specific and subspecific 
names of Lincoln's Sparrow is changed to lincolnii. 
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The Swamp Sparrow iias now been divided into two races; ~o 
Melospiza g.eorgiana becomes Melospiza georgiana georgiana. The 
new race is Western Swamp Sparrow, Melaspiza georgiana ericryp· 
ta Oberholscr, ranging from Alberta and Manitoba to North Dako· 
ta; in wintl'.r to Florida, Louisiana and Tamaulipas. 
Melospiza melodia beata, formerly the name of the Mississippi 
Song Sparrow, now becomes the name of the Dakota Song Sparrow; 
and the Mississippi Song Sparrow becomes M. m. euphonia. 
The spelling of the specific name of McCown 's Longspur is 
changed to mccownii. 
The changes outlined here are apt to appear confusing to many 
bird students. However, it must be borne in mind that they have de· 
veloped during a period of thirteen years and have been made only 
after careful consideration by a committee of America's foremost 
ornithologists. To conform with the long-established custom, tech· 
nical names must be changed when names of greater priority are dis· 
covered. Sometimes even a type specimen is found to be of a race 
different than the geographic form to which its name has been giv· 
en. This supplement to the Check·List further confirms the fact that 
the vernacular names of birds have a greater permanence than do 
the technical names. 
F. W. Haecker. 
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MISCELLANEOUS 
Recently, on December 16th, 1944, the N. 0. U. reached its 
forty-fifth birthday. Further confirmation of the fact that we are 
growing up was brought to attention this year when dues were re 
ceived for a third-generation member.ship. Mrs. Wm. B. Chescheir, 
living temporarily at Southern Pines, North Carolina, where her 
Army Lieutenant husband is now stationed, has sought associate 
membership. She is the daughter of your present editor and the 
granddaughter of the late .Professor A. L. Haecker, a charter mem-
ber of N. 0. U. 
* * * * 
Congratulations to the Tennessee Ornithological Society and to 
Albert F. Ganier, thie able editor of its publication, 'The Migrant. 
for an exceptionally fine number of a state bird magazine-the Sep· 
tember, 1944, issue. This number is devoted almost exclusively to 
the astonishing news of the return of l 3 bands of the Chimney 
Swift, from Peru, which brings to light the location of their winter 
home, long one of the greatest unsolved mysteries in ornithology. 
Eight of the 13 bands returned originated in Tennessee, at banding 
stations in Memphis and Nashville. No doubt an expedition to the 
winter home of the swifts in remote northeastern Peru will be a first 
)rder of business for some scientific society after the war. 
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The Audubon Wildlife Screen Tours are again proving to be 
a complete success in Omaha during the 1944-45 season. Programs 
which have been presented to date and which have met with an en-
thusiastic reception, were: "Haunts for the Hunted", by W. F. 
Kubichek, Chief of the Section of Visual Information, U. S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service, Chicago, on October 26th; and "Wings West 
from Florida", by John H. Storer of Boston and Waltham, Massa-
chusetts, on November 25th. 
Screen Tours still to be presented, are "Wildlife of Marsh and 
Mountain", by Cleveland P. Grant of Jaffrey, New Hampshire, on 
January 12th; "A Naturalist's Diary", by Edna Maslowski of Cin-
cinnati, Ohio, on March 10th; and "Bird Magic in Mexico", by Dr. 
Olin Sewall Pettingill, Jr., of Carleton College on April 7th. 
The programs which are given free to the public are presented 
by the Omaha Nature Study Club, the Fontenelle Forest Associa-
tion, Omaha members of the Nebraska Ornithologists' Union, the 
National Audubon Society and the Joslyn Memorial, and are made 
possible largely through the personal and untiring efforts of Dr. R. 
Allyn Moser. 
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